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on the other hand, is regarded by Lipps as the " capacity
contained within the processes themselves to make this
power actual". In another place Lipps speaks also of
"psychic quantities". The distinction between force
and energy is indispensable conceptually; for energy is
really a concept, and as such, does not exist „ objectively
in phenomena themselves, but exclusively in the
specific foundations of experience. In other words, energy,
in our experience, is always taken specifically as motion
and force, if actual, and as a state or condition, if potential,
Psychic energy appears, when actual, in the specific, dynamic
phenomena of the mind, such as instinct, wishing, willing,
affect, attention, power of work, etc. These in fact make
up the psychic forces. When potential, energy appears in
specific acquisitions, possibilities, aptitudes, attitudes, etc,,
which are its conditions.
The distinction between special energies, such as pleasure-
energy, sensation-energy, contrast-energy, etc., as advocated
by Lipps, seems to me to be theoretically inadmissible, since
the specifications of energy are forces* and conditions. Energy
is a quantitative concept which subsumes forces and con-
ditions under it. Onlv the latter are qualitatively determined,
for they are concepts that express qualities brought into
action through energy. The concept of quantity must never
at the same time be qualitative, otherwise it would never
enable us to represent the relations between forces—which
is really the purpose it is meant to serve.
Since, unfortunately, we cannot prove scientifically that
a relation of equivalence exists between physical and
psychic energy,1 nothing remains for us but to drop the
energic standpoint altogether, or else to postulate a special
1 A. Maeder is of opinion that the " creative activity " in the
organism, and particularly that of the psyche, "transcends the
energy consumed." He advocates the view that in psychological
matters, together with the principle of conservation and that of
entropy, one must make use of yet a third principle, that of integration*
Heilung und Entwicklung im Seelenleben, 1918, pp. 50, 69 f.

